495 UNION AVENUE 
MEMPHIS. TENNESSEE 38103 
901 529-2211 


The Commercial Appeal 


February 19, 1997 


Harold Weisberg 
7627 Old Receiver Road 
Frederick, MD 21702 


Dear Mr. Weisberg: 

Hello. I am the news reporter from Memphis who called you a couple weeks ago 
regarding your 1993 offer to this newspaper to review copies of FBI files in your 
possession. Per our phone conversation, you said we were welcome to review the files and 
make copies (you said you had a photocopier at your house) also. I appreciate your 
generous offer and am happy to say that my editor has tentatively approved a trip to 
Maryland to take you up on this offer. I have no fixed schedule at this time, but anticipate 
that I might be able to make the trip in March or later in the spring. 

If you don’t mind, I would like some more information. I am particularly interested in 
what you termed in your letter as “domestic intelligence activities aimed at Memphians” 
as this topic is quite newsworthy and would be highly read here. There has been 
considerable news coverage of the state of Mississippi’s oflScial spying on civil rights 
workers and minorities and those files are set to be made public this year. The Memphis 
Police Department apparently conducted similar activities here in the 1960s, but I’m told 
former Mayor Chandler ordered those files burned in the 1970s. It appears your files may 
help fill the gaps that Chandler created. Can you tell me: What type of specifics are 
contained in these files? Were files maintained on individuals? This spying involved 
political campaigns as well? Was the spying documented in your files limited to the 
sanitation strike or did it cover other periods too? What if any news coverage or other 
published information has there been on the spying in Memphis? Do your files go beyond 
or provide additional details to what’s been published in Melanson’s The Murkin 
Conspiracy? 

Please, the answers to these questions will be quite helpful. You may reach me by 
telephone at 1 800 444 6397, ext. 2545, or by fax at 901 529-2522. My mailing address in 
above. 

Again, thank you for your help and I look forward to hearing from you soon. 
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